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Crowd-free Florence

On sleepy piazzas and rooftop terrazzos, the real city reveals itself

Still the fairest of all ltalian cities, Florence flourishes when {/'ou canflee
thethrongs. Discover hidden masterpieces, secretpaths through the
pines, perhaps even acookery school cradledin a hilltop monastery.
Throw in pasticceriaon the periferia (‘outskirts’) and you have arecipe
for cracking cuisine, culture and calm. By Rachel Spence
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instan{ escapes

¢ & |fthequeues atthe Uffizi
don'tdrive youto ving,{he crackle of
the audioguldes will. Instead, tucked
behindthewalls of the PittiPalacefind
ahidden gem, The Patatine Gallery
(Plazzade Pt polomusealefiranze.
1t: £6;(Donmap) Is skill drippingwith
freschifromthis wing's glory daysas
hometothe MediciDukes, andits
Renaissance painlingsrival anythingin
theUffizi, Don't miss lhe exqulsiteface
ofRaphaet's Medonng deil Granduco.

@ Foraroadless travelled, hikethe five
kitometres from Ponte alte Grazie to
theBasilicaof SanMinlatoaiMonte
{Viadelle Porte Sante 34:sanminialo
almonte.it; &% It's steep, but the climb
oppine-shiaded stepsleadstoacity
averfaok thatwouldhaveleonardo
reaching forhispencll. Andinside this
green-and-white marble 1#th-century
church arerainbow-brightmosalcs and
frescoes, Maketfor eveningmass for
thamonks'bell-clear Gregorlan chant.

@ Withbush-sizedbunchesof fresh
basilandaregano, the bustiing Mercato
SantArmbrogio (Plazza Lorenzo
Ghibertl;mercatosantambroglo.it @)
iswhere Florentine mammas come
toload up thelrlarders. While lourists
alt{lock to the Mercato Centrale, this
18th-century foodhall — think Eiffel
Towerlronfacade under achemy-red
roof — remainsunknownio allbut
themostin-the-know focdles,

€ Thesuper-squarelinesof the
PalazzoMediciRiccard {(ViaCamillo

FANCY A
PICNIC?
Thaticholl
Gardensolthe
PiltPalace (the
£8.5Ccombined
Hckat gives you
accessioboth)
providetha clty's
mostragnificent
gresnspace. {Buy
your paninliirstat
tha Palaca coffit)

VEGGIE
ALERY P
Thechelis :

ueggie-liendly. l
Asichimnleetyand |
hetlzhowynuhis ;
redpeforvegan |

crofssonlst |

Arcadegames:the
Plazzadella
Santlssima
Anounziatalsan
oasisofcatm; below
{eft.thaPonteSanta
Trinita; ceiting
frescoinlhePalazzo
MedidRiccardi

TUT-OUT~-AND-GO GUIDE | CROWD-FREE FLORENCE

Cavour3; palazza-mediclit; £5,@)
weredasignedby Michelozzo, the
ZahaHad!d of his 15th-century day.
Intald with ancient Romanmarble, the
Innercaurtyardradiates peate butthe
real findis the tiny Magl Chapel — three
ofits fourwatls glow with Benozzo
Gozzoli's acllen-packed painting of the
Journeyof lhe Magl. ThisIsthe Bibte
toldIn afalry-tale-meets-phato-story.

@ Themast delicious waytoescape
fromitallls at the ceokery schootin the
Belmend VillaSan Michele, innearby
Flesole{ViaDocdia4, Fiescle; 0039
0555678200, belmond.com; £170pp,
withtunch; @), Atthis Michetangeto-
designedmanastery-turned-hotel,
chef Attillowlllteathyouto cook
pastalikeyourmammanevermade,
Tha celestizl views of Florence are
matchedbythetaste of, say, tortellonl
filedwithauberginesand goat's
cheeseinafreshthyme sauce.

& Whilethe PiazzadetDuomolisa

'

'ﬂvirap for tourists,justfiveminutes'

walk away, the Piazza della Santissima
Annunziata@ls anoasls of Platonic
calm. Closed totraffic, it isbordered on
thrée sides by exquisite arcades: the
firstof therowas designed in 1419, by
Brunelleschi, the papaof Renalssance
architecture, tohouse an orphanage.
Dor'tmiss the polgnantrellefs of
swaddled bembinton each arch.

® Dodgethe mall-sized crowds
crossingthePonteVecchloandmake
your way overon the Pente Santa
Trinita@-—the Cinderellaof bridges,
simple, but super-elegant.itspeaceful
parapetdeliverstheperfectviewaf
thePonte Vecchloinaftits honey-stone
splendaur. After your snapfest,plickup
atangyiimone ecioccolatocombo
fromthe Getatera Santa Trinita (Plazza
Frescobaldi11/12R; @) onthe comer.

@ The Churchof SantaCroce (Piazza
Santa Croce 16; santacroceoperadt;
£4;@), looenormoustabecomebusy,
presentsasplrituat Greatest Hits_from
heart-rending scenasof the deathof
StFrancis by medievaifresco-master
GiottotoMichelangelo's tomb.Go
Insearchbeyond the churchfor
Brunelleschr's Pazzi¢hapetand the
MuseodeilOpera, wiera thebattered-
but-beauliful 13th-century Cosiforby
Cimzbuais thefount of westernart >
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EAT

@ Simply doesit
GUSTAOSTERIA {Mains about £10)
Because: Otdfavowrites taste better
served onwooden platters andin
terracetta bowis, inthis dinky dining
reomoronits terracewithaviewover

“Santo Splrito church. Travel'stip:

Try the superb gnocchiwithiruffles
for a tiue taste of Tuscany, Viede®
Michelozzi 13/R; 0039 055285033,

BARS & GELATERIE

} @ Sundownersinstyle
LOUNGEBARLATERRAZZA
Becatise: Sunset overthe Arnalooks
sublime fromthe creamy sofasatHotel
Continentale’s rooflopbar, Travel's tip:
Ifyoicocktalthere, ptan alight supper
afterwardsas the free canapésare
abundantanddelicious. Wicolodell'
Oro 8;lungarnocol fect,'on.cam;@.

@ Thevirtuosogelato

& Lacalsfaveurite CARASE
TRATTORIA MARIONE (Malns < ATTER- or | Berause:Antoniotisclandrolsthe
dbout £12} Yow'reJustfive Vivaldi of Ice-cream-making, and his

minules'walk

Because:Sarnetimes you want fresh,low-sugaringredients make

ne-nonsense classics (say, fripe gzzﬁ:i}:ﬂﬁ: flavours sing. Travel'sip: Goauls!
alla florenting), agreathouse Chiantl, hometosuper Antoniouses almonds, pistachlos and
checkedtablecloths andhanginghams temposary art hazelnuts only from his native Siclly,

exhibiiens (al
leastenatable
hereisalways
takenuphby the
Sirorzi's staff)

sothoseflavours arethe crémedelo
lice) crémehere. ViaRicosoll 60/8;G8,

—butnowhitfof tourist trap. Trevel's
tip: Arrive atnoontobe sure of atable
—thelecalslove thisplace. Via delta
Spada 27,0039055 214756,GD.

@ Chocolateklck

CAFFERIVOIRE

Because: Thebestway towarmup
onacoldmorning is with Raly's silklest
hotchocolateinthis sumptuous cafe,
Travelstlp: Arrive 21 72.30amtonaba
tabie by the window for aviewof the
dassical sculptures acrossthe square.
Piozza della Signorio 5/R: rivoire.it; @

@& Forlonglunches
OSTERIASANTOSPIRITO
{Moinsabout £13}

Because: Atable overlooking thls
sleepy plazzais yourlnvitation tolinger
overdassic Tuscanfaves suchas
crostiniwith chickenliver and stewed
rabbit. Travel'stip: Dishes areplentiful,
soask forhaifaortions, whichare - '
highlighted onthe menu, locreata
yourownsharingptates. PlozzaSanto
Splrito 16/R; 0039055235 2383:@.

= ASKTHE
LOCAL

Dravid Aspin, ¢ity
entrepreneus, hasllved

¥ WRITER'S
| TP

i Whiteyon'rehere,
i chedkoutthe

@ Serloussteaks BasifcadiSante

i Spir InFlorenceforiSyears
OSTERIADE BENCH(Malnsabout£r) | | 2P 7o esame ¥
Because: Thelegendary bisteccaallo { anotharblaster
florentinaisbest as servedinthis i by Bruneiteschi

iteltfriends ta stayat San
FredianoMansion (Via
BorgoSanFrediano 8; sanfrediano
mansion.corn; ), afriendly B&Bina
16th-century mansionwith freschion
the celling and greatriver views. Ifthe
Glotto crucifixat Ognissantichurch
(Borgo Ognissant; @) wereinLondon
or Parls, you'dqueue forhoursto seelt.
Here, younodtathe priest, makefor

no-frillsfocatspick. Travet'stip: To
leaveroom for thatbeef, share yqur
pastacourse, The ubriacone{drunkard)
spaghettibotedinred winelsthe
spedciality. Viade' Bencl13/R: 0039
055234 4923, osterladelbenciit:@.

@ Theroofwithaview
TERRAZZABRUNELLESCHI
{Molns about £15)

.@ LAST
SUPFPER

| Thisplacamakes

Because: Analfrescopergolaandviews greatgoodiye theslde chapelandyoumight haveit
overrooftopsgivethefaultiess Tuscan { | g:‘::;f;;‘:’;?n altto yourself, I's wonderfully uplifting
cuising, suchas duck withaubergine { asitswithin —aslsthemangolce creamat8.ice

caviar, thesetlingitdeserves, Trovel's
tip: Vegetarians getfive-star treatment
thanks tothe Wellness Ment, which
Includes spettiinguine withiomatoes
and capers. Grand Hotel Baglion,
Plazza delftUnitataliona 6; 00 39 055
23580, hatelbaglioni.it@@.

i gpittingdistanca
i ofthastalion

(Bergo Dgnissanti150;68), Most
evenings, StMark’s church{Via
Maggio; stmarksitaty.com; @) hosls
abridged operas, They'rebeaulifully
performedandentryisjust £25.
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@ Quirkyborgain
CASAHDWARD {Doubles from
£50,B&B)

Because:Individually decoratedrooms
— think Tolle de Jouy prints, vintage
photographs and standalone baths
—give this guesthouse near the frain
stationa unique charm, Ceuples should
considertheHldden Room — the
Chineseerotic prints wili surely spice
up thelr stay. Travel'stip: It's onabusy
street, solight sleepers shouldask
foraroomonthe topfloor. Viadelle
Scala 18003906 69924555,
casahoward.com; @,

@ The off-piste gem

HOTEL DAVID (Doubles from £95,868)
Because:[t's worthbelnga15-minute
watk from the city centrefor breakfast
hereunder the pines, seductive prices,
reomsingalesurmmeryhues,an
honestybarand chitled-but-cheerful
staff. Trevelstip:IFyournamels

David youget afive per cent discount.
Sertousty. Viale Michelanglole 1, 00

- 390556811695, hoteldavid.com; 8.
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& Trad-luxe steep
LOGGIATODEISERVITEHDoubles
from £100, B&B}

Becatuse:(t's ajoytothrow openthe
shutters of this Renaissance monastery
and gazedownen Ference'sprettiest
piazza.Insidelsjustas graceful, with
sitkentexiiles andantique four-posters.
Travel'stip:Don'tdiss theannexe. The
rooms are vastandevenbiggerthan
thoseinthe malnbullding. Crudally,
they costnomare. Piozze Sontissirra
Annunziata 3; 0039055289552,
loggietodeiservitinoteL it &3,

@ Architeci-designed digs
RIVALOFTS (Doubles from £165,B&8)
Because: Clean, modern, luminous
designstudlos —inaconvertedfactory
amidaverdantgarden, withoutdoor
pool — are arecipe for chilled-out
comfort. And, at 30sgm, the smallest
rooms arestilt spaclous. Travel'stip:
Instead of rtamming it to the Centro
Storlco,borrow one of the vintagebikes
fromreceptionandpedalalongthe
Armoriver, VigBecclo Bondinelt! 98;
0039 0557130272 rivalofts.cony,

palls, ih
restauranthered
winning feart

sandwich :

Feastypureyes:
clockwisetrem
topleft.dinewith
aviewatTerrazza
Brunellescil;
JKPlacehotel; the
presidanttal suite
attheFourSeasons;
LoungeBaria
Terrazza,alop
Hotel Continentals;
Icecream st Carabe

Ann
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© Theboutiquefownhouse

JK PLACE (Doubles from £275, B&B)
Because: Sumptucus white, grey and
pistachiorooms are given verve with
mirorsand a¢chitectural prints. The
honestybar andwelcome-back snacks
Inyourroomimake it feel like aluxurious
horme-from-home. Travefstip: A
Superior Classtcroom s wellworththe
extratost (from £30), withviews over
square orhotelterrace andatad more
space. PiezzadiSantaMaria Novello 7:
(0039055264 5181, jkplace.con&s.

@ City-centre oasis
FOURSEASONSHOTEL FIRENZE
{Doubles fror £282,roomenly?
Because: Godis ahoteliert Nothing else
accountsfertheglory of this 16th-
century palace with its antique frieze
inthe glass-roofed (obby, magrolla-
Blossoming gardenandtip-top spa/
sauna/paotcombo, Travel'stip: Eating
here canbe pricey. For bettervalue, try
thelivelylocal trat Accadi {Borgo Pinti
56/R}). The gnocchiwithwild duck sauce
isquacking. Borgo Pinti 99, 00 36055
26261, fourseasons.com;&.

GETMETHERE
Thecheapestflightsareto
nearby Pisa, Easylet{easyjet.com}
flies fromBristol, Gatwick, Lutonand
Manchester airparts, from £23 one
way. Ryanafr (ryanalr.com} fties
fromStanstedfromE19 cneway.
let2 (et2.com) flies fromManchester
andNewcastlefrom £39 one way.
ThetrainfromPisaairportto Florence’s
SantaMariaNovellz station takes
oneheurandcosts £6.50 0ne way
(trenitatia.com). Fhe bustakes 70
minutes andcosts £4 one way
(tervavision.ew). BA{ba.corm) flies
from London ity straightinto
Flarencefrom E71one way.

GOPACKAGED

Haly spedalistCitalia{01293 731642,
cltallacomyhasthreenights atthe
four-star Grand Hotel Bagtioni (see Eat)
from £249pp, B&8, Inctuding Gatwick
fights. OrtryKirkerHolidays (020
75931899, kirkerholidays.com),

FURTHER INFORMATION
Seefirenzelurismo.itanditalia.it. o
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